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PREFACE 

The articles collected in this volume are based upon the papers presented during a 
symposium held in Leiden from 17 to 19 December 2008 titled Theory and Practice of 
Knowledge Transfer. Comparative Studies Pertinent to Schools of Cuneiform Writing. 
The symposium was part of the project The Transfer of Knowledge in a Cuneiform 
Culture sponsored by the Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research (NWO). The 
aim of the project was to reconstruct the school education in Syria and Anatolia as it was 
imported from Mesopotamia during the Late Bronze Age (ca. 1500-1200) and its impact 
on the local cultures. Program leader was Prof. Wilfred H. van Soldt, other members 
were Mr. Tobias Scheucher (MA), who studied the first phase of the school curriculum, 
Dr. Jeanette C. Fincke, who studied the second phase, and Dr. Wolfert S. van Egmond, 
who organized our seminars and the symposium and provided precious information about 
parallel developments of literacy in medieval Europe. 

The symposium was jointly organized by the Department of Languages and 
Cultures of Mesopotamia and Anatolia (TCMA) and the Netherlands Institute for the 
Near East (NINO) at Leiden University. Financial support for organizing the symposium 
and the publication of the proceedings was received from the Research School of Asian, 
African and Amerindian Studies (CNWS) of Leiden University – since January 2009 
replaced by the Leiden University Institute for Area Studies (LIAS) – the Koninklijke 
Nederlandse Akademie van Wetenschappen (KNAW), and the two organizing 
institutions. The Leids Universiteitsfonds (LUF) contributed to the costs of the 
symposium as well. 

Not all speakers were able to hand in their articles. Of the twenty-four papers that 
were presented during the symposium only eleven are published in this volume. It is to be 
hoped that the others will also appear in a written form. 

We are grateful for the help provided by several colleagues of the NINO, in 
particular the director Dr. J. Roodenberg and the secretary Mrs. C. van Zoest. We also 
want to thank Mr. G. Suurmeijer (University of Ghent) for his invaluable help.  
 
 

The Editors 
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